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p EASANTS form about 75 per cent of the population
*   of Indonesia with an average land holding of 0.19
hectares*   Many own neither land nor cattle.

Although the country is rich in raw materials and
has potential supplies of coal and electric power, there
is very little industry. Specialised agricultural and
industrial production to suit imperialist requirements
has made the people poor amidst plenty. During three
centuries, the country has been plundered by the Dutch
whose revenue in 1938, for example, amounted to 13 per
cent of the entire Dutch national income. The Indo-
nesian people, who form more than 97 per cent of the
population, had hardly 15 per cent of the national income
whilst the Dutch and other Europeans (0.4 per cent of
the population) received 65 per cent,

The rate .of exploitation is so high that the large
majority of the peasantry are forced to sell their labour
at any price to avoid starvation, Wives and children
are compelled to work at even lower wages to supple-
ment the family income. The farm and plantation
workers' conditions are still worse. They are almost
prisoners living in the most insanitary dormatories and
are permitted to leave the plantations only twice a
month. They are brutally assaulted by the farmowners
and their foremen*

The health service, of which the Dutch shamelessly
boast, absorbs only two per cent of the colonial budget
with the result that there is only one doctor to 100,000
people. There are only 26 Government hospitals with a
total capacity of 3,702.